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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-14 and 16-21 are pending in this Application. 

2. Examiner apologizes for not shortening the prosecution of the case due to new 
directives regarding a non-statuary issue as indicated below. 

3. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
September 15, 2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed 
to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 1-10 are not tied to another statutory class 
(such as a particular apparatus), nor does claims 1-10 transform underlying subject 
matter (such as an article or material) to a different state or thing. 
Thus, claims 1-10 are directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
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5. The examiner would like to suggest, since the instant specification seems to 
teach the Viterbi detector, the problem as shown above may be cured by amending the 
claims to recite at least some of the disclosed elements that perform the steps. 

6. The claimed subject matter in claim 5, which was previously rejected, is 
interpreted in light of figures 5A-5C and the related disclosed subject matter in the 
specification, i.e., the determined symbol value of the previous symbol (see for example 
symbol values 10 in fig. 5A), and generating the reduced trellis by calculating only the 
path metrics for the states in which the previous symbol has the determined symbol 
value (see the bit value 0 in fig. 5B and bit values of 0's in figure 5C used in generating 
the reduced Trellis). Therefore, the art rejection to claim 5 is withdrawn in light of the 
above analysis. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 1 1-14 and 16-21 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tesfaldet Bocure whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3015. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur (8:00a-5:30p) & Mon.-Fri 
(8:00a-5:30p). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mohammed H. Ghayour can be reached on (571) 272-3021 . The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Tesfaldet Bocure/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 261 1 

IT. B.l 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 261 1 



